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Plan to budget for OA journal 
article processing charges (APC) in 

grant and/or from department

OA journal selection on the 
Directory of Open Access 

Journals*

Determine the APCs for desired 
OA or hybrid journals & include it 

in your grant budget**

Don’t budget for article 
processing charges in grant

Subscription journal selection*
Make Author Accepted 

Manuscript (AAM) 
OA in VTechWorks±

OA journal selection with no APC 
(search on DOAJ)* Publish Open Access

OA journal with APC $1500 or 
below (search on DOAJ, OASPA, 

or SHERPA/RoMEO)*

Apply for OA Subvention Funding 
from the library as a last resort†

*Use the Think, Check, Submit! Checklists when selecting a journal or book, OA or subscription. As part of the OA journal selection process and to qualify for OASF funds, the journal must either be listed on 
the DOAJ, SHERPA/RoMEO, the Open Access Scholarly Publishing Association, or that it complies with the OASPA Code of Conduct. 

**You can also use department funds in a cost-sharing arrangement with the grant and your department; or you can have the department pay for the APC; cost sharing is not allowed with the OASF.
†OASF support is not available if your department, school, college, or institute has funding to support OA publishing.
±Your grant funder may require deposit in their repository, which is an alternative to depositing it into VTechWorks; often the publisher deposits on the author’s behalf but be sure to check with your grant 
funder. In addition, the Virginia Tech OA Policy allows for immediate deposit of the AAM upon acceptance into the journal.

How to make your publication OA and comply 
with grant funder requirements

https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://oaspa.org/membership/members/
https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://guides.lib.vt.edu/oasf/guidelines
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://oaspa.org/membership/members/
https://oaspa.org/membership/code-of-conduct/
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